
Political Science 131: American National Government 

Spring 2006 

Dr. Jean Harris (sections 2 and 3) 

 

Infusion of Sustainability 

 PS 131 is a required course for the following majors: Political Science, 

International Studies, Secondary Education/Citizenship – Political Science, and Criminal 

Justice. PS 131 also is an “S” (social and behavioral sciences) course for general 

education. This course educates students on national government institutions (executive, 

legislative and judicial branches), civil rights and civil liberties, policy-making processes, 

and a selection of public policies. All sections of PS 131 (typically 4 sections each spring 

semester) utilize the same textbook, covering the same basic content yet, each individual 

faculty member presents the material as he/she sees fit. 

 For Harris’ two sections of PS 131, the course began with a discussion of the 

systems theory of policy-making. Systems theory includes five elements: inputs, black 

box of policy-making procedures; outputs; outcomes; and feedback loop.  The concept of 

a sustainable community was first introduced in the discussion of inputs (the environment 

in which government works including societal norms, civil rights and civil liberties, U.S. 

political culture, economic climate, and modes of participation in democratic government 

processes). This discussion was grounded in students’ review of the mission of U.S. 

governments and material found at http://www.sustainablemeasures.com/Sustainability.  

A large percent of the students included sustainability as an element of their individually 

authored mission statements for the national government.  

As a core value of U.S. culture (tied to the American dream, and expressed in the 

Declaration of Independence, the Gettysburg Address, and the Preamble to the 

Constitution of the United States), students throughout the semester were required to 

consider the actions of national government in the context of a sustainable community. At 

the most basic level, students were asked to consider the interconnectedness of what 

might initially appear to be very distinct government policies/actions and the long-term 

outcomes of government policies/actions. In political science terminology, we discussed 

long- and short-term “externalities,” or unexpected positive and negative consequences of 

government action. More specifically students were encouraged to consider the vital role 

the national government plays in developing and sustaining community capital (natural 

capital, human capital, social capital and built capital). Hence, we explored carrying 

capacity frequently.  The students first explored these concepts in class discussion of 

President Bush’s State of the Union Address. The exploration of sustainable communities 

continued with the class discussion of “The Love Canal Relocation” case study. One 

option for the final class project, an essay on Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle, required 

students to discuss sustainability issues raised in the novel with regard to community 

capital.  

The concept of sustainability permeated the weekly discussions of current 

government actions and dilemmas. From energy policy to environmental policy to 

immigration policy to social welfare policy (and the sustainability of Social Security) to 

U.S. foreign policies, including U.S. actions in Iraq, to educational and economic 

policies, the concept of sustainability provided a context for class discussions. 

  

http://www.sustainablemeasures.com/Sustainability


PS 131: American National Government II Spring 2006 
Section 2: MWF 12:00 – 12:50 Hyland 305 

Section 3: MWF 2:00- 2:50  Hyland 302 

 

Instructor:     Office Hours: 

Dr. Jean Harris    Monday 3:00 – 4:30 

 O’Hara Hall 412 (office)   Wednesday 3:00 – 4:30 

 941-7431 (office phone)   By Appointment 

 harrisj2@scranton.edu (e-mail) 

 

Course Objectives: A student, whom attends all scheduled classes, actively participates 

in class discussions, critically reads assigned readings and a daily newspaper, and 

intelligently completes assignments will, by the end of the semester: 

 Understand and be able to explain the structures, procedures and responsibilities 

of the three branches of national government in the United States; 

 Understand and be able to explain the interconnectedness and interdependency of 

the national, state, and local governments in the United States, that is the reality of 

intergovernmental relations; 

 Be familiar with the concept of “sustainable community” and the role of the 

national government in creating and supporting (or not) a sustainable community;  

 Understand and be able to explain the basic features of national domestic, foreign 

and security policies; 

 Understand and be able to explain the rights and responsibilities of United States 

citizens as well as the tensions between individual rights and the public good; 

 Have an increased sense of the role he/she can play as a member of the United 

States’ democracy. 

 

Responsibilities of students:   

 Be on time for class and attend all scheduled classes.  If a student misses a class, 

the student should borrow a classmate’s notes for the missed class and schedule a 

meeting with Dr. Harris if he/she has questions concerning the material covered in 

the missed class. 

 Be prepared to stay in the classroom for the full class period without taking a 

break. 

 Prepare for each class by actively and critically reading assigned weekly readings 

by the first class of each week. Active reading includes developing a list of terms 

and concepts that the reader does not fully understand.  

 Prepare for each class by actively and critically reading a daily newspaper with 

the goal of making connections between course content and real life.  

 Take tests when they are scheduled. Unless the student experiences exceptional 

circumstances, there will not be an opportunity to make up missed exams.  

 Meet assignment deadlines. Assignments are due in class on the due date; for each 

day past the due date, late assignments will be marked down one grade.  

Assignments handed in after class, on the due date are one day late. 

mailto:harrisj2@scranton.edu


 Assist in creating and maintaining a safe and comfortable environment for 

reasoned discourse, which includes treating classmates with respect.  To do this 

all students must listen to the others in the classroom, consider what they have to 

say, offer intelligent comments and criticisms based on knowledge not emotion, 

and recognize that we all have a right to our own opinions and to respectfully 

disagree with the opinions of others (including the opinions of teachers). 

 Have your cell phones turned off before you enter the classroom. 

 Comply with tenets of academic honesty (see last page of syllabus). 

 

Rights of students: 

 To participate intelligently in class discussions. 

 To have opinions respected by classmates and instructor. 

 To have graded class work returned within a reasonable time. 

 To have exams reviewed as part of the learning process. 

 To be able to meet with Dr. Harris during her office hours or at other scheduled 

times. 

 To academic freedom (see last page of syllabus). 

 

Required books: 
Sinclair, Upton. 1906. The Jungle. 

 

Welch, Susan, John Gruhl, John Comer, and Susan M. Rigdon. 2006. Understanding  

 American Government, Eighth Edition. (Thomson/ Wadsworth).  

 ISBN 0-534-64749-9 

 

Required Course Work: (for details see Tentative Semester Schedule) 
 5 Written Assignments (33% of final grade) 

 3 Tests (67% of final grade) 

 

Final Grade Calculation: 

Accumulated Points  % of Total Grade 

416-450  93-100  A 

403-415  90-92  A- 

389-402  87-89  B+ 

371-388  83-86  B 

358-370  80-82  B- 

344-357  77-79  C+ 

326-343  73-76  C 

303-325  68-72  C- 

281-302  63-67  D 

    0-280    0-62  F  



Tentative Semester Schedule 
 

United States Political Culture and Governmental Structures 
Week of Jan. 30 

Read:  The Declaration of Independence (Text, Appendix A) 

The Constitution of the United States (Text, Appendix B) 

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address (Text, Appendix E) 

 “The American People” (text, chapter 1) 

Due: Friday, 2/3 Reaction to Bush’s State of the Union Address (worth 15 points) 

 2-3 pages, typed, double-spaced  

 Present three policies proposed by President Bush in his State of the Union 

Address on 1/31/06 

 Comment on the three policies by addressing the following items 

o Explain your support or lack of support for each proposed policy 

o What people or groups do you think will support each proposal 

o What people or group do you think will oppose each proposal 

Week of Feb. 6 
Read:  “The Constitution” (text, chapter 2) 

 “Federalism and the Growth of Government” (text, chapter 3) 

 “An introduction to sustainability,” “A better view of sustainable community,” 

 “Key Terms,” and “Definitions of sustainability” 

(http://www.sustainablemeasures.com/Sustainability) 

“More definitions of Sustainability” 

(http://www.ecy.wa.gov/sustainability/more_defns.htm) 

Due:  Friday, 2/10 Mission Statement of United States’ National 

 Government (worth 10 points) 

 one page, typed, double spaced 

 write, in your own words, the mission statement of the United States national 

government 

 once you have developed the mission statement, annotate it by indicating from 

what documents and/or traditions you developed it 

  

Week of  Feb. 13 No Class on Friday 2/17/06 

Read: “The Love Canal Relocation” (on reserve in the Weinberg  

  Memorial Library; also available in the Political Science Department  

  Office) 

Due: Wednesday 2/15 Reflection on Love Canal (worth 15 points) 

 2-3 pages, typed, double spaced 

 address the following questions: 

1. Explain which government, or governments, had responsibilities to the 

people of Love Canal and describe what these responsibilities were. 

2. Using the actions of Love Canal residents as examples, describe how 

people get their governments to serve them. 

3. Based on the Love Canal situation, explain at least three factors that 

make it hard for governments to fulfill their responsibilities to the 

people.  

http://www.sustainablemeasures.com/Sustainability
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/sustainability/more_defns.htm


Week of  Feb. 20 No Class on Monday 2/20/06 
Read: “Civil Liberties” (text, chapter 14) 

 

Week of Feb. 27 
Read: “Civil Rights” (text, chapter 15) 

 

Week of March 6 
Test Friday March 10 

 

National Government Institutions 
Week of March 13 
Read: “Congress” (text chapter 10) 

 

Week of March 20 
Read: “The Presidency” (text chapter 11) 

 

Week of March 27 
Read: “The Bureaucracy” (text chapter 12) 

 

Week of April 3 

Read:  “The Judiciary” (text chapter 13) 

 

Week of April 10 Spring Break: no class 4/12/06, 4/14/06 

Due: Monday, 4/10 Log of Policy Concerns & Debates (worth 60 points) 

 Typed, double spaced 

 At least 12 log entries (2 per week from 2/20 – 4/10) 

 Each log entry should present the following information: 

o Proper citation from the source/ newspaper article 

o One paragraph with an accurate, brief, and clear description of a 

societal problem that the national officials are discussing, 

approving a policy to address, or addressing through a policy’s 

implementation  

o One paragraph that identifies the national officials (or institutions) 

that are addressing the problem and that indicates how they are 

addressing it (discussing, approving, or implementing a solution to 

the problem) 

o One paragraph with a clear and concise explanation of what you 

believe is the appropriate national government action on this 

societal problem and why 

 

Week of April 19 no class 4/17/06 
Test  Friday April 21 

 

 

 

 



Domestic and Foreign Policies 
Week of April 24 

Read: “Economic Policy” from O’Connor & Sabato. 2004. American Government:  

 Continuity and Change. (New York: Pearson/Longman) pp. 701-745. (on reserve  

 in Weinberg Memorial Library) 

 

Week of May 1 
Read: “Social Welfare and Health Policy” from Dresang & Gosling. 2004. Politics and  

 Policy in American States and Communities. (New York: Pearson/Longman): pp. 

439-475. (on reserve in Weinberg Memorial Library) 

Due: Monday May 1 An Essay on The Jungle (worth 50 points) 

o 3-5 pages, typed, double-spaced 

o Address one of the following based on your reading of Upton Sinclair’s The 

Jungle; be sure to reference the book so that it is clear you read it. 

o Note one or two of the societal problems identified by Sinclair and then 

discuss how far you think the government has come in addressing these 

problems.   

o Discuss sustainability issues raised in The Jungle with regard to 

“community capital” (as discussed on the Sustainable Measures website 

(http://www.sustainablemeasures.com/Sustainability/KeyTermCommCapital.html) 

 

Week of May 8 
Read: “Foreign Policy” from Barbour & Wright. 2006. Keeping the Republic: power 

 and citizenship in American politics. (Washington DC: CQ Press): pp. 807-855. 

 (on reserve in Weinberg Memorial Library) 

 

Week of  May 15 Final Exam Week  

Test Cumulative Final (as scheduled by Registrar’s Office) 

 

 

A statement concerning Academic Freedom:  Academic institutions exist for the 

transmission of knowledge, the pursuit of truth, the development of students, and the 

general well-being of society.  Free inquiry and free expression are indispensable to the 

attainment of these goals.  Students are free to take reasoned exception to the data or 

views offered in any course of study and to reserve judgment about matters of opinion, 

but they are responsible for learning the content of any course of study for which they are 

enrolled.  (AAUP 1967 Statement on Rights and Freedoms of Students) 

 

A statement concerning Academic Honesty:  The University does not tolerate 

academic dishonesty, which includes any form of cheating and/or plagiarism. Cheating 

includes, but is not limited to, offering, giving, or accepting unauthorized assistance on 

course work (from exams to written assignments).  Plagiarism is taking the ideas, 

methods, or work of another individual and presenting them as your own instead of 

appropriately acknowledging the source.  The University deals with acts of Academic 

Dishonesty according to the University of Scranton's Policy an Academic Honesty. 

 


